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Guide to the Report

Readers may wish to follow the work of the Commission as members debated the issues.

Section II lists the recommendations and the date on which each one was approved. Using

that date as a guide, refer to the meeting in Section III, perhaps backing up to earlier

meetings to see how the discussion evolved. For more complete information about the

deliberations, go to http://www.bpe.state.mt.us/ to access the minutes of each Commission

meeting and the minutes of the Working Groups.

Table of Contents

I. The Executive Summary ........................................................................................1
Provides a brief overview of the work of the Commission.

II. Montana K-12 School Renewal Commission Findings and Recommendations......... 3
Lists the Commission recommendations as presented to the Legislative Interim
Education and Local Government Committee.

III. K-12 Renewal Commission Meeting Summaries.......................................................9
Reviews the activities of each meeting held by the Commission, and lists
materials provided at each meeting.

IV. K-12 Renewal Commission Working Groups
Regionalization Working Group - meetings, reports, resources..............................21
Taxation and Revenue Working Group - meetings, reports, resources..................25
Barriers to Consolidation Working Group - meetings, reports, resources.............28

Provides more detailed information about the deliberations of the
groups that met to do in-depth analysis of complex issues. The minutes
of their activities are available on the website.

V. Resources/Materials ..............................................................................................33
Lists documents that were used by the Commission. Resources and
materials distributed at meetings are also listed with the minutes of
each meeting.



vi



vii

Appendices:

Appendix A House Bill 736 establishing the School Renewal Commission

Appendix B List of K-12 School Renewal Commission Members and Alternates

Appendix C Commission Staff and Support Personnel from Agencies and Financial
Support

Appendix D School Renewal Commission Overview Remarks, July 11, 2003

Appendix E Board of Public Education Position Paper on Public School Funding and
Structure, November 22, 2002

Appendix F Defining a Basic Education, Board of Public Education, October 13, 2003

Appendix G Commission Ground Rules, August 13, 2003

Appendix H Commission Work Plan, October 10, 2003

Appendix I List of Components of Quality Education–above accreditation standards

Appendix J Quality Education Matrix

Appendix K. Parking Lot list of topics

Appendix L Survey of Regionalization Efforts in Montana

Appendix M Survey of Other States Education Service Agency Structures

Appendix N Peer States Video Conference–Education Service Agencies

Appendix O Indian Education for All: Title 20, Chapter 1, Part 5, Montana Codes
Annotated (MCA), American Indian Studies, legislation enacted in 1999
Session, HB 528

Appendix P Full-Day Kindergarten, background document, Montana School Boards
Association (MTSBA)



viii


